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SUBJECT: BURUNDI AMBASSADOR CONVERSATION WITH ASST. SEC. 
NEWSOM 

1. BURUNDI AMB. NDABANIWE CAME IN FOR A MEETING WITH 
ASST. SEC. NEWSOM CONCERNING U. S. INITIATIVES TOWARD 
AFRICAN LEADERS WITH REGARD TO PROBLEMS IN BURUNDI. 

HE SAID HE FELT HE WAS NOT FULLY INFORMED ON US POLICY 
AND ACTIVITIES WITH REGARD TO BURUNDI AND WISHED A FULL, 
FRANK AND OPEN DISCUSSION. MR. NEWSOM SAID THAT WE WERE 
IN CONTACT WITH HIS GOVERNMENT THROUGH OUR EMBASSY 
IN BUJUMBURA AND FELT THAT THE GRB WAS WELL INFORMED ON 
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OUR POSITION. WE WOULD KEEP HIM INFORMED AND MAINTAIN 
FRANK AND OPEN RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM. 


2. THE DISCUSSION WAS VERY FRANK CONCERNING US POLICY 
AND FEELING WITH REGARD TO EVENTS IN BURUNDI LAST YEAR 
AND THE RECENTLY REPORTED EVENTS. MR. NEWSOM SAID THAT 
RELATIONS BETWEEN THE US AND BURUNDI COULD NOT IMPROVE 
UNTIL THE GRB CEASED INDESCRIM INATE KILLING AND BEGAN A 
PROGRAM ON NATIONAL RECONCILIATION. MR. NEWSOM STATED 
THAT THE USG WAS APPROACHING AFRICAN LEADERS ON THE 
PROBLEM BECAUSE THEIR CONTINUED INACTION REFLECTED 

ON AFRICA AS A WHOLE. HE SAID THE GRB SHOULD SEEK 
OUTSIDE ASSISTANCE IF IT COULD NOT ITSELF RESOLVE THE 
PROBLEM. 

3. IN THE CONVERSATION, MR. NEWSOM MADE THE FOLLOWING 
POINTS: 

A. HE SAID WE' RE VERY AWARE OF THE COMPLEXITY OF PROBLEMS 
IN BURUNDI BUT THAT DID NOT EXCUSE WHAT WAS TAKING PLACE. 

B. HE SAID WE WERE AWARE OF WHAT WAS GOING ON IN BURUNDI 
WITH REGARD TO KILLINGS BY THE JRR AND THE ARMY. 

THERE WERE TO MANY REPORTS FROM TOO MANY SOURCES FOR 
THEM TO BE DENIED. 

C. MANY COUNTRIES IN AFRICA HAVE HAD PROBLEMS BUT ONLY 
BURUNDI RESORTED TO MASSIVE SLAUGHTER IN REPRISAL. 

D. THE GRB MUST ADMIT THEY HAVE A PROBLEM AND QUIT 
DENYING WHAT HAS HAPPENED AS SUCH DENIAL ONLY SERVES 
TO FURTHER DISCREDIT THE GRB AND PRECLUDE ANY 
CONSTRUCTIVE STEPS BY IT. 

E. GRB SHOULD INVITE IN OUTSIDE OBSERVERS TO HELP 
PREVENT OUTSIDE INCURSIONS AND TO TELL ITS SIDE OF THE 
STORY. HE CITED RECENT REFUSALS OF VISAS TO JOURNALISTS. 

F. AFRICAN INACTION TOWARD ACTIONS SUCH HAVE TAKEN PLACE 
IN BURUNDI ARE GIVING ALL OF AFRICA A BAD NAME IN THE 

US AND HURTING OUR EFFORTS TO DEAL WITH PROBLEMS ELSE- 
WHERE IN AFRICA. 

G. THE USG IS AND WILL CONTINUE TO ENCOURAGE AFRICAN 
LEADERSHIP TO PAY ATTENTION TO BURUNDI JUST AS THEY DO 
TO INJUSTICE WHITE RULED SOUTHERN AFRICA FOR TO FAIL TO 
DO SOLESSENS THEIR CREDIBILITY AND INTEGRITY AS AFRICAN 
LEADERS. 
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H. GENOCIDE BY ANYONE IN AFRICA IS STILL GENOCIDE AND 
MUST BE CONDEMNED AS SUCH BY ALL AFRICAN LEADERS. 

4. COMMENT: DURING THE CONVERSATION THE BURUNDI 
AMBASSADOR CONTINUED TO PLACE THE BLAME FOR THE STRIFE 
IN BURUNDI ON FOREIGN ELEMENTS AND DISSIDENTS. HE SAID 
THAT THE PRESS REPORTAGE WAS ONE SIDED AND THAT WE DID 
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NOT UNDERSTAND THE SITUATION. THE USG POSITION WAS 
CLEARLY STATED THAT WE DO UNDERSTAND THE PROBLEMS OF 
BURUNDI BUT THAT THE GRB MUST TAKE THE RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR WHAT IT DOES AND SEEK TO FIND A SOLUTION. THE 
USG WAS NOT TRYING TO ALIENATE AFRICAN LEADERS FROM 
BURUNDI BUT RATHER THAT WE FELT AFRICAN LEADERS MUST 
TAKE A STAND AGAINST ALL INJUSTICE TO MAINTAIN CREDIBILITY. 
THE AMBASSADOR SAID HE WOULD FAITHFULLY REPORT OUR 
POSITION TO HIS GOVERNMENT. ROGERS 
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